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Solar Skills = Sustainable 
Communities

Service Learning Energized by the Sun
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If life on earth is possible thanks to 
the Sun …Why then is solar energy 
considered an ‘alternative’ energy?
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Today’s focus
 Solar Ovens for your local community or 

developing country
 Solar Emergency Preparedness Kits
 Solar Battery Chargers
 Solar Powered Tiny Houses.
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Afghanistan
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Nicaragua
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Your Backyard
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‘Fuel’ gauge
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Solar Decathlon SCU c08
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College level
 solardecathlon.org
 Engr, arch, 

construction 
mgmt, math, 
communications, 
business majors
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Sd dvd
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Solar Decathlon 2013
Irvine, CA

 Plan on visiting
 October 2013. 
 Solardecathlon.gov
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Tiny Houses 
the Mini Solar Decathlon
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Jay Shaffer, 
Tiny House Guru
Building and living in Tiny Houses 
since 1997. 

Located in Graton, CA

Tumbleweedhouses.com
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Student built 
Tiny House
Austin Hay
16 yr old
Northern California

Hopes to bring house to College.
Minihousebuilder.com
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House 
warming
Fall ‘12
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interior
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Trailer for school tiny house
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2012-13: Rancho Cotate High School, Rohnert Park , CA
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Analy HS 12/13
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Added Value
 Educational outreach
 Small ecological footprint
 Energy efficient
 Net zero energy
 Potential solution for affordable 

housing.
 doable
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Add social element
 Educational
 Functional
 Your neighborhood
 Another part of the world
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Summer Institute for Educators

Teachers at Solar Schoolhouse Summer Institute 2010



For a Better 
Tomorrow…

Thanks!

Tor Allen
707-829-3154
tor@rahus.org
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