12th Grade Common Assessment 4: 
Shakespearean Performance and Promptbook
Assignment

Your assignment is to work collaboratively to interpret, transform, stage, and perform a production of a scene from Shakespeare’s tragedy, Macbeth.  In preparation for this task, you will assemble a cast and create a promptbook to facilitate a smooth performance.

Steps:
1. Assemble an acting company and schedule regular meetings to complete the following tasks:  

· 1st meeting: 1) name your acting company, 2) exchange contact and schedule information, 3) select a scene, and 4) do a table read (Step 2)

· 2nd meeting: assign roles and conduct a second table read to edit scene (Step 3) 
· 3rd meeting: character analysis using the promptbook handouts (Step 4)

· 4th meeting: transform the scene by time period, dialect, genre, and/or context (Step 6)
· 5th meeting: consider props, setting, staging, costumes and begin dress rehearsals (Steps 7-8)
· 6th and subsequent meetings: dress rehearsals to refine the scene, memorize lines, and revise promptbook 


2. Read the scene aloud in a circle, with each reader stopping at the end punctuation to make meaning from the text.  Next, discuss orally what you think the scene is about.  Next, summarize and paraphrase key ideas and/or lines in the margins.
3. Work collaboratively to conduct a second table read to edit the scene by adding, moving, and cutting lines and/or characters. Use your knowledge of the scene to assign the most appropriate roles: director (leads acting company) and characters (follow the director’s lead).  
4. Use the graphic organizers and handouts provided to interpret the scene and analyze your character.  Discuss and critique character interpretations within your acting company, and use their input to complete the Company Report (director) and the Character Reports (actors).
5. Create a promptbook that supports and justifies your interpretation of the scene, and demonstrates a clear understanding of the scene, characters, and language.  Your promptbook must include: 



· A cover page (acting company name, names of actors with roles, director, scene, and symbolic visual) 
· Performance Worksheet
· Company Report (completed by director) 
· An original set illustration with key line 
· Character Reports (one per character)

· Costume illustrations (ideal and practical) 
· Promptbook pages (annotated scripts from director and each character)
6. Brainstorm ideas to transform your scene.  Consider changes in time period, genre, dialect, and/or context and incorporate those ideas into your scene. 

7. Use worksheets from the promptbook to explore ideas for the following:

· staging (i.e., set design, blocking, entrances, exits, and traffic flow)
· movements (i.e., character gestures, facial expressions, use of props)

· delivery of lines (e.g., memorization, tone, inflection, volume, pacing, etc.)
· use of costumes (i.e., characterization, time period, context)

8. Conduct multiple rehearsals incorporating staging, movements, props, and costumes, and document rehearsals.  As you rehearse, make changes as needed to facilitate a smooth performance (live stage production or videotape).  At this point, your lines should be memorized.


9. Bring your completed promptbook and performance (live or videotaped) on _____________________.
Scoring Criteria:

· Interpretation/transformation of scene

· Understanding and use of language 
· Planning and rehearsal

· Promptbook

· Analysis of Macbeth[image: image1.png]
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